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Amendments to the claims: 
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Claim 4 Currently Amended 
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Claims 7-8 Original 

Claim 9 Currently Amended 

Claims 10-13 Original 

Claim 14 Currently Amended 

Claim 15 Original 

Claim 16 Re-presented 
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CLAIMS 

1 (canc e ll e d). A rail conn e ctor for a fir e arm having a front sight, th e rail 
connector comprising: 

a conn e ctor portion adapt e d to mount the rail conn e ctor to th e front sight; and 
s ix mounting rail s coupled to th e connector portion. 

2 (canc e lled). Th e rail connector according to claim 1, and furth e r comprising 
a handguard portion int e grally form e d with said conn e ctor portion and arrang e d for 
mounting about th e barrel of th e fir e arm, wherein four of said six mounting rails are 
int e grally form e d with said handguard portion. 

3 (canc e ll e d). A rail conn e ctor for mounting on a fir e arm having a front sight, 
the conn e ctor compri s ing: 

at least two mounting rails; and 

a fast e ning m e mb e r for secur e ly fa s t e ning th e connector directly to th e front 
sight of th e firearm, said fastening member being coupled to said mounting rails. 

4 (currently amended).. The rail connector according to claim 3, A rail 
connector for mounting on a firearm having a front sight, said connector comprising: 

at least two mounting rails; and 

a fastening member for securely fastening the connector directly to the front 
sight of said firearm, said fastening member being coupled to said mounting rails; 

wherein said the fastening member is shaped to seat securely in an aperture 
defined by the front sight or coupled to said front sight . . 
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5 (original). The rail connector according to claim 4, wherein: 

the sight includes a triangular projection defining a triangular aperture with a 
depending shoulder therethrough, and 

the fastening member includes a shaped protrusion for seating in the aperture 
against the shoulder, and a protruding lip for lockingly engaging a lower leg of the 
triangular projection. 

6 (currently amended). The rail connector according to claim £ 4, wherein the 
connector includes two half portions, each including a rail integrally formed with one 
half the fastening member, the half portions being adapted to seat on opposite sides 
of the sight and be connected to one another. 

7 (original). The rail connector according to claim 6, wherein the two rails 
are formed coaxially in alignment with the fastening member. 

8 (original). The rail connector according to claim 6, wherein the two rails 
are displaced from and parallel to a longitudinal axis of the fastening member. 

9 (currently amended). The rail connector according to claim £ 4, wherein the 
fastening member is integrally formed with one rail and is arranged to be coupled to a 
second rail from an opposite side of the sight, after seating through one side of the 
front sight of the weapon. 

10 (original). The rail connector according to claim 6, and further including a 
handguard portion integrally formed with the fastening member and integrally 
formed with at least one rail. 
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11 (original). The rail connector according to claim 10, and including four 
rails integrally formed with said handguard portion. 

12 (original) The rail connector according to claim 10 and further including a 
circumferential groove arranged to engage a toothed barrel nut about the firearm 
barrel. 

13 (original). The connector according to claim 10, wherein the handguard is 
formed of two mating units, each including one half of the handguard, and arranged 
for mating fit around the barrel of a firearm. 

14 (currently amended). The rail connector according to claim £ 4, wherein 
said fastening members merge into two pivotally connected legs. 

15 (original). The rail connector according to claim 14, wherein said legs, 
when in a closed orientation, form an accessory rail arranged to seat above a barrel of 
the firearm. 

16 (re-presented). A method for preparing the rail conn e ctor of claim 3 
comprising connecting a rail to a firearm having a front sight, wh e r e in said the 
method compris e s comprising : 

forming at least two mounting rails; and 

coupling to said mounting rails said a fastening member for securely fastening 
said connector directly to the front sight of said firearm. 
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17 (cancell e d). — Th e method according to claim 16, wh e rein said st e p of 
coupling includ e s coupling said fastening m e mber b e tw e en said mounting rails so as 
to p e rmit mounting of said rails on opposit e sid e s of said front sight. 

1 8 (cancell e d) — The m e thod according to claim 16, wh e r e in said step of 
forming includes forming six mounting rails. 

19 (original). The method according to claim 16, further comprising integrally 
forming a handguard portion with the fastening member, said handguard portion 
being integrally formed with at least one rail 

20 (original). The method according to claim 19, wherein said handguard 
portion is integrally formed with four rails. 

21 (original). The method according to claim 16, wherein said fastening 
member merges into two pivotally connected legs which, when in a closed 
orientation, form an accessory rail arranged to seat above a barrel of the firearm. 

22 (new). The rail connector according to claim 4, wherein said 

fastening member is shaped to seat securely in an aperture defined by said front sight. 
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23 (new). The rail connector according to claim 4, wherein said fastening 
member is coupled to said front sight. 

24 (new). The rail connector according to claim 4, wherein six mounting rails 
are coupled to said fastening member. 

25 (new). The rail connector according to claim 22, further comprising a 
handguard portion integrally formed with said fastening member and arranged for 
mounting about the barrel of said firearm, wherein four of said six mounting rails are 
integrally formed with said handguard portion. 

26 (new). A method for connecting a rail to a firearm having a front sight, the 
method comprising: 

forming at least two mounting rails; and 

coupling to said mounting rails a fastening member shaped to seat securely in 
an aperture defined by said front sight or to couple to said front sight, for securely 
fastening said connector directly to the front sight of said firearm 
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